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EXTRACf 



||inttiiis o| tin |oari of l^*'"!' 



FEBRUARY 23d, 18 



DB. WARD, President, presented and read the Annual 
BepoH of the Board for the year 1868, made in conf(yrrmty 
to law, which vxta unanimously adopted, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the Mayor. 



WU. p. TROTH, 

CAtV Otrk. 
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EEPOKT 

OF THB 

BOARD OP HEALTH OF PHILADELPHIA, 

FOR THE YEAR 1868. 



Office op the Board op Health, 

S W. comr of 3lith uid 8u»m Stragt* 

Philadelphia, February 23d, 1869. 
Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 

Mayor of the Citj' of Philadelphia. 
Sie: — The Board of Health reapectfully submit the fol- 
lowing 

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1868. 

During the year juat closed, the City was entirely exempt 
from epidemic disease in any form, and our statistics exhibit a 
very grati^ing degree of general healthfulnesa during the same 
period. By reference to the report of the Health Officer 
(Appendix "H"). it will be seen that the total number of deaths 
was 14,693 ; which, making due allowance for the increase in 
our population, compares very favorably with the total (13,933) 
for 1867, when the mortality was unprecedentedly small. 
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LAZARETTO AND QUAEANTINE. 

In consequence of the abaence of epidemic diseaae in this or 
neighboring ports, our operations at the Lazaretto were re- 
stricted to the ordinary routine. By reference to the Physician's 
Report of vessels visited (Appendix "A"), it will be observed 
that 62 more foreign vessels, and 685 less foreign passcDgers, 
arrived at this port, than during the year previous. 

In deference to the urgent demands of the mercantile intrants 
of our City, that relief should be had from detentions and incon- 
venience incident to the present mode of paying official visits by 
the officers appointed by law, to vessels arriving at onr port, the 
following communications were addressed to Councils, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Health, of those bodies : 

F^Uadelpkia, June iih, 1868. 
"The Lazaretto Committee, to whom nas referred back the 
communication of the 2d inst., with power to act, beg leave to 
suggest, that in view of the great necessity for a steam-tug, to 
promote and facilitate the commerce of Philsdelphia, and pre- 
vent the constant complaints of detention at the Larzaretto and 
the City by the present mode of visiting vessels, and in lieu of 
an appropriation, transfera be made to cover the probable cost 
of a steam-tug, they offer the following : 

Resolved, That a new item be created, to be numbered 30, and 
styled "for the purchase and maintenance of a steam-tug." 

Resolved, ThafCity Councils be and are hereby requested to 
make the following transfers in the appropriation to the Board 
of Health for the year 1868 : 

From Item 7, $2,000 

"22, 1,000 

"29, 1,500 

to Item No. 30, $4,500, for the purpose hereinbefore described." 
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I^Uadelpkia, Nov. 5th, 186S. 
The Lazaretto Committee offer the following report : 
"The growing commerce of Philadelphia demands an extension 
of the &cilitiee for the visits of the Lazaretto Fhjsician during 
Quarantine season, and of the Port Physicians during the re- 
mainder of the year, to veseels arriving thereat. 

To obviate the continued complainta of delay attendant upon 
the reception of visits iu the outside channel during Quarantine 
season, and to promote and facilitate the business and commerce, 
of Philadelphia, it will be necessary to resort to a steam-tug, 
whereby in fifteen minutes the object can he accomplished, which 
now requires several hours by the present mode of visiting ves- 
sels in a six-oared barge, and at a less expense after the tug has 
been procured. 

In lieu of an appropriation, the Committee suggest that 
transfer be made to cover the probable cost of a steam-tug, and 
offer the following : 

Resolved, That City Councils be and are hereby requested to 
make the following transfers in the appropriation to the Board 
of Health for 1868, viz : 

From Item 4, $1,000 

" 22, - - - - 3,500 

"25, 1,600 

$6,000 
to Item 30, for the purpose "hereinbefore described." 

The Chairman of said Committee, for reasons not made known 
to this Board, did not call his Committee together for Jheir con- 
sideration. However, when our estimates for 1869 were asked 
for by Councils, an item of $6,000 waa introduced, to enable us 
to purchase and maintain a steam-tug ; but the Finance Com- 
mittee did not observe the usual course of notifying the Board 
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of its meeting to consider oar eatimatea. The item was stricken 
out without the opportunity for demonstrating the necessity pf 
placing our commercial intereata on a fair footing with other 
leading cities in the United States. 

It ia hoped CouncHs will lose no time in granting the relief 
asked, and justice to ourselves requires tiie public to be in- 
formed of the facts. 

MUNICIPAL HOBFITAL FOR CONTAQIOUB DISEASES. 

The report of the Physician of this institution (Appendix "l!") 
shows a very happy exemption of our population from contagious 
disease during the past year, and that its operations were corres- 
pondingly light. 

MUISANCE3. 

This Board desire to call attention to the condition of things 
in Bedford street, between Sixth and Seventh streets, and some 
of the adjoining streets. It ia not necessary to enter into parti- 
culars, as they have I>een fully detailed in most of the daily pa- 
pers on the occasion of a recent visit of the Sanitary Committee 
to the locality in question. The Board have adopted measures 
to remedy the evil, so far as the mere removal of iilth ia con- 
cerned ; but any such measures can only be partial in their 
effect, BO long as the buildings in question are allowed to remain 
and be inhabited, as they now are, by crowds of human beings, 
victims of the most revolting wretchedness and vice. The efforts 
of the Bedford Street Mission, and of its most self-denying mis- 
sionary, the Rev. John D. Long, are in great measure para- 
lyzed by the character of the amroundings to which the wretches 
among wjiom they labor are subjected. Some of the out- 
buildings in which they are herded, are in every respect more 
like pig-styes than residences for human beings ; and yet we 
are informed that the annual amount extorted from these poor 
creatures sometimes greatly exceeds in amount that of the 
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whole value of these miserable pens. Cellars, also, without 
other ventilation than the door, are inhabited, and at night 
crowded. 

The plain remedy for all these evils la beyond the power of 
this Board ; and we beg leave to call attention to the subject as 
one of the most crying evils which exist in our midst. We 
are glad to observe that the Grand Jury, in a late presentment, 
caJb attention to this subject, and suggests that said Juries " be 
instructed to visit tenement-houses, and such resorts of crime and 
filth, and immorality and squalor, as Bedford and St. Mary 
streets. So long as these dens of wretchedness, where every 
species of crime finds votaries, are permitted to exist, so long will 
our Courts be full of petty cases of larceny, riots, nuisances and 
drunkenness." We may add that so long, also, will our citizens 
be subjected to additional danger from the spread of contagious 
diseases by means of the constant circulation of beggars between 
their several residences and the districts in question. 

We also wish to call attention to another sanitary measure, 
which appears to be imperatively demanded. We understand 
that some of the divisions of the public schools are ill adapted 
to the purpose, and very prejudicial to the health of the children. 
Large numbers of children are crowded into rooms much too 
small for the purpose, and without other ventilation than the 
window. The health of the teachers is said to have sufiered 
so much in some instances, from breathing such a foul atmos- 
phere, that they have been obliged to abandon their duties for 
a time, and have their places supplied by others. 

The great importance of ventilation in rooms where large 
numbers of persons are collected together, even for a short time, 
is universally acknowledged. How much more important, then, 
when the same individuals are subjected daily, for many hours, 
to breathing over and over the same vitiated atmosphere. 

The great importance of ventilation, and the means of pro- 
curing it, have been lately brought before the public, in a short 
series of lectures delivered at the Franklin Institute, in this 
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CSty, by Mr, Leeds, and pnblislied in New York. We earnestly 
call your attention to the subject, in the int«rest of the poor chil- 
dren who are now being educated in our public schools, as well 
as of their teachers. 

Year after year this Board has alluded to the condition of the 
public streets, but without effect. We are glad to find that here 
also, the Grand Jury has interposed, and in reference to the mud 
and filth which now obstructs them, they very pertinently ask, 
"have we no way of protecting ourselves from disease or conta- 
gion liable to he engendered by the action of the sun upon this 
accumulation ?" We can only hope that the reiterated repre- 
sentations and protests of this Board, of the Grand Jury, of the 
public press, and of the citizens generally, may ultimately neces- 
sitate action in reference to this most intolerable nuisance. 

In the Appendix ("C") will be found a list of nuisances 

attended to by this Board during the year. 

E. WARD, M.D., 

President, 
Chas. B. Barrett, Secretary. 
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APPENDIX "A." 
Eeport of Veaaela Visited during the Year 1868. 
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APPENDIX "B." 

McNiciPAi HoBprrAL, 
Feb. 23i 1869. 
To the Preeident and Uembera 

of the Boari] of Health. 

Gentlemem : — I hare the honor to report but few cases of 
sickness treated at the Hospital during the past year, and no 
deaths. 

The City haa been remarkably exempt from the class of dis- 
eases treated at this institution. Consequently any report of its 
operations must be necessarily brief. 

There are still, however, certain defects that have been fre- 
quently indicated, and yet remain unremedied. 

First, and most important, is the very defective method of 
supplying the building with water. The same difficulties exist 
now that were pointed out in previous annual reports, and from 
the same causes, which are partially explained by the following 
extract from my last annual report : 

" During cold weather, the distributing tank continues frozen 
solid, and it is impossible to get water into or out of it, so long 
as the temperature remains below the freezing point ; while in 
summer, an absence of rain for ten days would leave the Hospi- 
tal entirely dependent on a single well, that can be pumped dry 
in three hours." 

Another source of much inconveni^ice is the very inadequate 
supply of light. This difficulty could be easily removed, as the 
building is furnished with gas-pipes throughout, and the point 
from whence a supply could be obtained is not &r distant from 
the Hospital. 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. H. TAYLOR, 

Attending Pftysiewm. 
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APPENDIX "C." 
Table of Nuisances Visited during the Year 1 
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ABPENDIX "D." 

Fermits Issued during the Year 1868. 

TO CLRA3 PKIVY WELLS. 

January 299 July 284 

February 255 August 169 

March 559 September 101 

April 914 October 408 

May 1,816 November..... 316 

June '. 300 December 223 

Total 5,644 

TO REHOVB DEAD BODIEB. 

January 57 July -■ 22 

February 37 August 32 

March 55* September 131 

April 202 October 338 

May 260 November 199 

June 49 December 106 



Total 1,488 

TO tNLOAD PISH, HIDES AND VEGETABLES. 

June : 41 August 45 

July 58 September 25 

Total 169 
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APPENDIX " E." 
-fieporf of Vaedne Phyaiciam. 
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APPENDIX "F." 

Seeeipts during the Tear 1868. 

Permits to clean privy wells, . - . . $6,072 60 

" " remove dead bodies, - - - - 744 00 

" " unload fish, hides and vegetables, - 84 50 

Licenses to clean privy wells, - - - . 2,350 00 

Foreign fees, 5,543 00 

Coasting fees, - - - - . - - - 338 00 

Examination of passengers, .... 700 00 

Outside channel visits, . . : . . 1,660 00 

Repayment of costs for removal of nuisances, - 3,344 01 

Board of patients, 72 43 

Miecellaneouflj 212 50 

Total, $21,110 94 

There were also placed in the hands of the City Solicitor, 
during the year, claims for removal of nuisances (to be collected 
by lien) amounting to $2,207 63. 
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APPEKDIX «G." 
Appropriatwng and Expendituree, 
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AppTOpnaiiom and Expenditures— Coatian^A. 




"■— 




,-f', 


C'.5-^ 


ESS 






137,830 M 

em 00 
000 00 

200 00 

2,!WOO0 

200 00 
300 00 

6,100 00 

4,000 00 
1,600 00 

1.000 00 


ts4,8aT«l«-"l 


la. irorOlolh[n8;,BBddll.B.Bni|l.«,Funi[- 
tnnhSoap,CJ«DilDgudIiicldent*1a, 

13. ForM«licit,«,I.i™.Co(BnsuidBurliil 
eiptDMB— Laarattu 




Ke»i6 

BBS W 
2.(77 03 

seo 00 

4,3*0 00 
1.6-21 70 

1,437 M 


29122 

mi2 

20186 

30101 
22 08 

31 47 
3,078 30 




16. For Crriiig. nire nod RBl[r«d TIck.t. 

lS.ForBiHnluidW»hlnetheCla(hliiEor 
Btrgenjen. HuriM, Fitieota sod CK- 






If For (h. Qmsrsl R.pturi to BuJIdlngt 
Onjuude Olid AppurWoiiDcea, tuid lur 




IS. For OnKlde Clmwel TtbIii lud taking 
_ tors of fi«ita and Birgemeii— Lma- 




IB. For Carrjlng Haiti, Porterage aud 




20. For Ice ud fllllng I»JionB-L«n. 




21. For ^alarfM of Realdom Phjsldan 
Malron. NorM, Liundreas, fironMQ 
WetchQian, and two GardBnsrB— Mu 




22. For Boud and W»hfnK fcr Patlanli 


»,0I»00 

«»oa 


.23. For Clolhln||. Bedding, FnrBitnre, Re- 




34. For F«l, Ught^ Bnishei. S«q> 
Cleanaing uid InddejiUI SappJiei— 




26. For UedldM, Coai» aod Borial «■ 








V,1,1W 00 










•■ 1 



Di„i„«b,Googlc 



AppTopTvUvm&and Ecpmdiiurea — Continued. 
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APPENDIX "H." 

HEA-LTH OFFICER'S 

ANNUAL BEPOBT 

or 

Births, Marriages and Deaths, 

1868. 



Beoistbation Depabtmemt, Health Office, 
Philadelphia, Janvary, 1869. 

To the President and Membprs 

ofthe Board of Health. 

Geittlemeit: — In accordance with Section 1st o! the Act of _ 
Assembly, approved March 8th, 1860, entitled "An Act for the 
Begiatration of Births, Marri^cs and Deaths in the City of 
Philadelphia," I hare the honor to submit, through you to 
Councils, an abstract of the Births, Marrit^es and Deaths, as 
reported to this office during the year 1868. 

It is a source of great annoyance sod regret, that so little 
interest is mani&sted by a large number of the physicians of this 
City in this most important law ; very frequently the Messengers 
are obliged to call six and eight times for the monthly return of 
births, and then in some instances they are never obtained. 
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Great delinquency also prevails with the Aldermen in making 
their returns of marriages, some not having made a return since 
the law went into eSect, and consequently mnch inconvenience 
has been experienced by widows and. orphans in establishing 
their claims due from the Government. 

It is but justice, however, here to state that the clergymen of 
the City are invariably more prompt and courteous in making 
their returns, and have aided the Department in this respect to 
that extent that we are now enabled to present an almost com- 
plete and unbroken record of all marriages which have taken 
place in the City since the Eegistration law went into effect. 

It is not necessary for me to call yoiir attention to the import- 
ance of a strict compliance of the law ; its value and benefits to 
the community have been fully established since its adoption ; a 
certified copy from our record is received at the Pension Bureau 
at Washington, thus affording many widows and orphans to re- 
ceive their pension, bounty, &c., due by the Government ; and in 
all legal matters our certificates are received as prima facie evi- 
dence. 

It is to be regretted that such a law was not established at a 
much earlier period in the history of our country ; in the States 
of Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island, where the law 
has been in operation formany years, it is found to work well, and 
the professional men of those States regard it as of the highest 
importance to the community and Courts of Record. 

The following abstract from Dr. Edwin M. Snow's (Registrar 
of Providence, R. I.) report to the Sanitary Convention held in 
Boston, June, 1860, condenses the whole subject in a few lines, 
and although published in one of our former reports, I think it 
worthy of being again brought to the notice of our citizens ; 

" This important object of Registration is very imperfectly un- 
derstood, and but little appreciated, * * * * More atten- 
tion is given in this country to the pedigree of animals than of 
human beings ; and many persons can tell the exact genealogy 
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of a favorite horse for several generations, who do not Itnow tlie 
maiden names of their own grandmothers, nor would it be possi- 
ble for them to ascertain the fact from any legal records. It 
would probably be impossible for a large portion of the middie- 
aged men and women in the United 8tat«s to prove th»t their 
own parents were ever married, and that they have any legiti- 
mate right to the name they bear." 

These are facts well understood by the gentlemen of the legal 
profession, who are sometimes subjected to the greatest incon- 
venience in suits of law, iu consequence of not being able to 
obtain from this office the required certificates. 

The receipts of the Department, derived from foreign and 
coastings vessels, foreign passengers, repayment of costs, permits 
and fines, during the year, was twenty-one thousand one hundred 
and ten dollars and ninety-four cents (621,110 94), which will 
be found in detail in the Appendix. 

BIRTHS. 

The number of births registered during the year was seventeen 
thousand two hundred and fifty-nine (17,259), an increase over 
the previous year of two hundred and fifty-two (252), or 1.48 
per cent. 

The number of male births was eight thousand nine hundred 

and eighty-eight (8,988), an increase over the previous year of 
ninety-one (91) ; the female births during the year was eight 
thousand two hundred and seventy-one (8,271), an increase over 
the previous year of one hundred and sixty-one (161). 
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The followiag table will show the number of births in ( 
month, the number of colored births, still-births and twins : 



TABLE I.— Births. 
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IVtn Births. — The number of twin births amounted to one 
hundred and sixty-eight (168), a decrease from the previous 
year of twenty-five (25) ; no triplets were reported during the 
year. 

Still-Births. — We have roistered seven hundred and forty- 
four (744) still-births, a decrease from the previous year of 
thirty-six (36) ; four hundred and thirty-one (431) were males, 
and three hundred and thirteen (313) were females. 

Colored Births. — The number of colored births registered 
daring the year amounted to two hundred and eighty-five (285), 
a decrease from the previous year of forty-four (44). 
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The number of births in each quarter of the year was as foL 
lows: 
First quarter, ending March 31st, 4,491 ^ 26.02 per cent- 
Second " " June 30th, 4,020 =: 23.29 " 
Third " " Sept. 30th, 4,296 = 24.90 " 
Fourth " " Dec. Slst, 4,452 = 25.79 " 



Total, - - - 17,259 = 100. 
The following table presents the birtlis in each ward during 
the year 1868 : 

TABLE II. 



BIRTHS IN BACH WARD. 


Fi«t, . 


. 698 


Eleventh, . 


. 446 


Twenly-flrBt, . 410 


Second, . 


. 679 


Twelfth, . 


. 439 


Twenty-second, 611 


Third, . 


. 514 


Thirteenth, 


. 499 


Twenty-third, . 531 


Fourili, 


. 696 


Fourteenth, 


. 618 


Twenty-fourth, 681 


Fifth, . 


. 376 


Fifteenth, . 


. 1,177 


Twenty.fifth, . 404' 


Sixth, . 


. 349 


Sixteenth, . 


. 6oe 


Twentj-eixth, . 837 


Seventh, 


. 713 


Seventeenth, 


. 779 


■iVenty-Berentb, 519 


Eighth, 


. 394 


Eignteenth, 


. 579 


Twenty^ightb, 183 


Ninth, . 


. 316 


Nineteenth, 


1.223 


Unknown, . . 64 


Tenth, . 


. 549 


Twentieth, 


1,366 






1 


otal, . . . 


17,259 







It will be observed, from the foregoing table, that the highest 
number of births occurred in the Twentieth Ward, one thousand 
three hundred and sixty-six (1,366); the lowest number in the 
Twenty-eighth, one hundred and eighty-three (183). \ 

The average births per month during the year was 1,438 
" " " " week " " " " 331 

" " day " " " " 48 
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MARRIAGES. 

The number of marriages registered during the jear 1868 
amounted to six thousand three hundred and aeventy-one (6,371 J, 
an increase over the previous year of two hundred and eighty- 
seven (287), or 4.73 per cent. 

The number and percentage of marriages in each quarter of 
the year were as follow : 
First quarter, ending March 31st, 1,486 =: 23.32 per cent. 
Second " " June 30th, 1,624 = 25.49 

Third " " Sept. 30tb, 1,475^23.15 

Fourth " " Dec. 3l3t, 1,786 = 28.04 



Total, 



6,371 ^ 100. 



The following table givea the birth-place of those married: 
TABLE III. — Marriages. Nativities of the Parties. 
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It will be observed three thousand six hundred and seven 
(3607), or 59.33 per cent, of men married were natives of the 
United States, of whom three thousand two hundred and ninety- 
five (3,295) married women of the United States, two hundred 
and ninety-nine (299) married foreign women, and thirteen (13) 
married women whose nativities were unknown. 
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The number of men married of foreign birth amounted to two 
thousand four hundred and eighteen (2,418), or 40,67 per cent., 
of whom aix hundred and twenty-seven (627) married women of 
the United States, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four 
(1,774) married foreign women, and seventeen (17) married 
women whose nativities were unknown. 

The number of men married whose nativities were unknown 
amounted to three hundred and forty-six (346), of whom fifteen 
(15) married women of the United States, and three hundred 
and thirty-one (331) married women whose nativities were un- 
known. 

The number of women married who were natives of the United 
States was three thousand nine hundred and thirty-seven (3,937), 
or 64.64 per cent., of whom three thousand two hundred and 
ninety-five (3,295) married men of the United States, six hundred 
and twenty-seven (627) married foreign men, and fifteen (15) 
married men whose nativities were unknown. 

Two thousand and seventy-three (2,073), or 85.36 per cent., 
women of foreign birth were married, of whom two hundred and 
ninety-nine (299) married men of the United States, and one 
thousand seven hundred and seventy-four (1,774) married foreign 

The number of women married whose nativities were unknown 
amounted to three hundred and sixty-one (361), of whom thir- 
teen (13) married men of the United States, seventeen (17) mar- 
ried foreign men, and three hundred and thirty-one (331) married 
men whose nativities were unknown. 

Of the whole number of persons married (of both parties), na- 
tives of the United States amounted to seven thousand five Hun- 
dred and forty-four (7,544), while those of foreign birth amounted 
to four thousand four hundred and ninety-one (4,491). 

The number of marriages in which both parties were natives 
of the United States was three thousand two hundred and ninety- 
five (3,295), and the number of marriages in which both parties 
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were of foreign birth was one thousand aeven hundred and 
seventy-four (1,774). 

The following table will show the agea of the parties married 
during the year, and their percentages : 

TABLE IV.— MAEBiAQEa. Age of the FartUt. 
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The number of men married under twenty was thirteen (13), 
or ,20 per cent., of whom ten (10) married women under twenty, 
one (1) married a woman between twenty and twenty-five, one (1) 
married a woman between thirty and forty, one (1) married a 
woman between forty and fifty. 

The number of men married betweeo the age of twenty and 
twenty-five amounted to two thousand two hundred and thirty- 
four (2,234), or 35.06 per cent., of whom aeven hundred and 
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aiity-five (765) married women under twenty, one thousand two 
hundred and sixty-nine (1,269) married women between twenty 
and twenty-five, one hundred and forty-eight (148) married wo- 
men between twenty-five and thirty, thirty-four (34) married 
women between thirty and forty, two (2) married women between 
forty and fifty, and sixteen (16) married women whose age was 
not given. 

The number of men married between twenty-five and thirty 
was one thousand nine hundred (1,900), or 29.82 per cent., of 
whom two hundred and sixty-flflven (267) married women under 
twenty, one thousand and eight (1,008) married women between 
twenty and twenty-five, four hundred and eighty-nine (489) 
married women between twenty-five and thirty, one hundred and 
nineteen {119) married women between thirty and forty, six (6) 
married women between forty and fifty, and eleven (11) married 
women whose age was not given. 

The number of men married over the age of thirty amounted 
to one thousand seven hundred and fifty-seven (1,757), or 27.56 
per cent. 

The number of women married under twenty amounted to one 
thousand one hundred and twenty-eight (1,128), or 17.70 per 
cent., of whom ten (10) married men under twenty, seven hun- 
dred and Bisty-five (765) married men between twenty and 
twenty-five, two hundred and sixty-seven (267) married men 
between twenty-five and thirty, seventy-nine (79) married men 
between thirty and forty, five (5) married men between forty and 
fifty, and two (2) married men whose age was not given. 

The number of women married between twenty and twenty- 
five was two thousand six hundred and eighty-two (2,682), 
or 42.09 per cent., of whom one (1) married a man under 
twenty, one thousand two hundred and sixty-nine (1,269) 
married men between twenty and twenty-five, one thousand 
and eight (1,008) married men between twenty-five and thirty, 
three hundred and fifty-seven (367) married men between thirty 
and forty, forty-three (43) married men between forty and 
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fifty, three (3) married men between fifty and sixty, and one (1) 
married a man between sixty and seventy, 

The number of women married between twenty-five and thirty 
waa one thousand and ninety-two (1,092), or 17.14 per cent., of 
whom one hundred and forty-eight (148) married men between 
twenty and twenty-five, four hundred and eighty-nine (489) mar- 
ried men between twenty-five and thirty, three hundred and sixty- 
one (361) married men between thirty and forty, seventy-eight 
(78).married men between forty and fifty, thirteen (13) married 
men between fifty and sixty, and three (3) married men whose 
age waa not given. 

The number of women married over tha age of thirty amounted 
to nine hundred and sixty-five (965), or 15.12 per cent. 

There were seven (7) women married between the age of sixty 
and seventy, five of which married men over sixty, and two (2) 
married men under fifty. 

The ages of four hundred and sixty-seven (467) men, and 
five hundred and four (504) women, have been omitted. 
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The following table will give the number of marriagee 
solemnized during the year, with the various ceremonies em- 
ployed : 

TABLE V. — Maeriages. Ceremonies Employed. 
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The Methodist ceremony still seems to be the favorite cere- 
mony, during the year amounting to one thousand six hundred 
and seven (1,607), the Catholic next, one thousand one hundred 
and forty-one (1,141). 

During the year no less than twenty-one (21) different cere- 
monies were employed in performing the above marriages. 

The largest number of marriages occurred in the month of 
December, six hundred and eleven (611) ; the lowest number in 
the month of July, four hundred and forty-one (441). 

The average marriages per month, . . . 531 

week, ... 121 

" " day, ... 18 
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MORTALITY. 

The number of interments in the City daring the year 
amounted to fourteen thousand eis hundred and ninety-three 
(14,693), an increase over the previous year of seven hundred 
and sixty (760), or 5.38 per cent. 

Total number of interments during the year 1868, - 14,693 

"White, 13,924 

Colored, 769 ' 

Total, 14,693 

Males, - - 7,674 

Females, 7,019 

Total, 14,693 

Male Adults, 3.521 

Female " .... 3,367 

6,888 

Male CWldren, 4,153 

Female " . , - . 3,652 

7,805 

Total, 14,693 

Deaths from registered diseases, . - - - 11,790 

" Still-bom, .-.--- 744 

" Old Age, 458 

" " Unkuown, external and accidental causes, 1,701 

Total, 14,693 
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From the above estimate we find the total interments in our 
City were fourteen thouaand six hundred and ninety-three 
(14,693), from which deduct 8till-bom and those brought from 
the country for burial within the City limits, neither of which 
should be included in our bilh of mortality, and the following 
statement will show the actual mortality in our City for the 
year 1868 : 

Total interments during the year, ... - 14,693 

Deduct Still-bom, 744 

" from country, - ■ - - - - 558 



Net deaths in the City, 
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Table VI. — Total IntermenU in the C 
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The mortalitj of adults amounted to biz thouBand eight biiti' 
dred and eighty-eight (6,888), an increase over the previous year 
of three hundred and seventy-eight (378), while the mortality of 
children was seven thouBand eight hundred and five (7,805), an 
increase over the previous year of three hundred and eighty- 
two (382). 

By reference to Table VI, it will be observed that eleven 
thousand and eighty (11,080) of those died were born in the 
United States ; two thousand nine hundred and sixty-nine (2,969) 
were of foreign birth, and six hundred and forty-four (644) whose 
nativity V&B unknown. 

Apoplexy. — The number of deaths from Apoplexy were two 
hundred and one (201) ; one hundred and twenty-three (123) 
were males and seventy-eight (78) were females ; one hundred 
and ninety-nine (199) were adults, and two (2) were children. 

Cancer. — ^This was the reported cause of two hundred and 
thirty-six (236) deaths ; they were classified as follow : Cancer, 
seventy-seven (77) ; of the Breast, twenty-five (25) ; of the 
Bladder, one (1) ; of the Colon, one (1) ; of the Face, two (2) ; 
of the Kidneys, one (1); of the Liver, twenty -seven (27) ; of the 
Lungs, one (1); of the Mouth, one(l); of the CGsophagus, one 
(1) ; of the Peritoneum, one (1) ; of the Pancreas, two (2) ; of 
the Prostate Gland, one (1) ; of the Pylorus, three (3) ; of the 
Rectum, three (3); of the Stomach and Bowels, thirty-nine 
(39); ofthe Tongue, one (1); of the Uterus, forty-nine (49). 

Oowp.— Of this much-dreaded disease of children two hundred 
and six (206) deaths were reported, an increase over the previous 
year of twenty-one f21) ; of this amount one hundred and 
twenty (120) were majes, and eighty-aix (86) were females ; the 
number of children under five years was one hundred and eighty- 
five (186). 

Qmvulnons. — ^The deaths thus classed amounted to seven hun- 
dred and four (704) ; thirty-five (35) were adults, and six hundred 
and sixty-nine (669) were children. 
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Cbn^umpfum 0/ the Lungi. — ^The number of deaths from Cod- 
Bumption amounted to one thoueand nine hundred and ninety- 
five (1,995), an increase of forty-two (42) over the previous year. 
The deaths in each month of tile year were ad follow : 



January, , 
Febmary, 
March, 

ApriJ, . 

May, 

June, 



214 July, 180 

181 August, 146 



249 Ootob«-, .... 186 

149 November, .... 148 

.162 December 171 

The largest number of deaths occurred in the months of April 
and January. 

The average deaths from this disease in ea«h month, 166 

" '* " " " ■ " week, 38 

" " « " " " day, 6 

Quilera Infantum, — ^The number of deaths from this disease 
amounted to nine hundred and dghty-nine (989), of which four 
hundred and ninety-four (494) were males, and four hundred 
and ninety-five (495) were females ; seven hundred and forty-four 
(744) died under one year. 

C^lera Mffrbva. — The number of deaths from this disease 
amounted to forty-four (44); thirty (30) were adults, and four- 
teen (14) were children. 

Diphtheria. — The number of deaths from Diphtheria was one 
hundred and nineteen (119), the same amount as the previous 
year, of which number fifty-three (53) were males, and sixty-siz 
(66) were females ; five (6) were adults, and one hundred and 
fourteen (114) were children ; they were classified as follow : 
Male adults, .... 2 Male children, . . 51 
Female adults, ... 3 Female children, . . 63 
Deaths first quarter, ... 26 
" second " ... 24 

third " ... 17 

fourth " ... 52 
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IHarrhaa — Furnishes two hundred and eleven (211), an in- 
crease over the previous year of thirty-six (36), of which number 
one hundred and ten (110) nere males, and one hundred and 
one (101) were females ; ninety-two (92) ytexe adults, and one 
hundred and nineteen (119) were children. 

Dt/gmtery. — The nnmber of deaths from this disease amounted 
to one hundred and fifty-three (153), of which number sixty- 
seven (67) were males, and eighty-six (86) were females ; seventy- 
three (73) were adults, and eighty (80) were children. 

Debility. — The number of deaths reported from "Debility" 
amaunted to six hundred (600) ; three hundred and eight (308) 
were males, and two hundred and ninety-two (292) were 
females ; one hundred and sixty (160) were adults, and four 
hundred and forty (440) were children. 

Fever, Scarlet. — The deaths from this disease amounted to two 
hundred and twenty-four (224), a decrease from the previous 
year of one hundred and forty-three (143), of whom one hundred 
and nine (109) were males, and one hundred and fifteen (115) 
were females ; two hundred and twenty-three (223) were chil- 
dren, and one (1) adult. 

Deaths first quaai^r, ... 45 
" second " ... 55 

" third " ... 44 

" fourth " . . .80 

Fever, Typhoid. — The number of deaths from this disease 
amounted to three hundred and ninety-five (395), an increase 
over the previous year of twenty-eight (28) ; one hundred and 
eighty-four (184) were males, and two hundred and eleven (211) 
were females ; two hundred and sixty-seven (267) were adults, 
and one hundred and twenty-eight (128) were children. 

Fever, ' Typhiis. — Of this disease we have registered one 
hundred and eight (108), a decrease from the previous year of 
twenty ; eighty-three (83) were adults, and twenty-five (25) were 
children; fifty-one (51) were males, and fifty-seven (57) were 
females. 



Dig,l,z.cbyG00glC 



41 

Soopttiff Cough. — We have re^tered from tbie diaease one 
hundred and Beventy-sii (176), an increase over the previous 
year of one hundred and eleven (111); seventy-five (75) were 
males, and one hundred and one (101) were females. 

Semia. — ^We have re^atered twenty (20) deaths from this 
disease, of which six (6) were males, and fourteen (14) were 
females ; seventeen (17) were adults, and three (3) were chil- 
dren. 

Inflammation of the Brain. — Of this disease we have recorded 
three hundred and eighty-two [382) deaths ; two hundred and 
twenty-four (224) were males, and one hundred and fifty-eight 
(158) were females ; fifty-six were adults, and three hundred and 
twenty-six (326) were children. 

Murder. — ^We have registered twenty-three (23) deaths from 
violence; nineteen (19) were males, and four (4) were females; 
twenty (20) were adults, and three (3) children. 

Mania-a-Potu. — Under this head we have registered forty-five 
(45) deaths ; forty-three (43) were males, and two (2) were fe- 
males ; eleven (11) were bom in the United States ; twenty- 
two (22) were of foreign birth, and twelve (12) whose nativity 
was unknown. 

Old Age. — Tbe number of deaths reported from Old Age 
amounted to four hundred and fifry-eight (458), an increase of 
thirty-eight (38) over the previous year ; two hundred and five 
(205) were natives of the United States ; two hundred and nine- 
teen (219) were of foreign birth, and thirty-four (34) whose nati- 
vities were unknown. 

MU-bom. — The number of deaths reported as "Still-hom" 
amounted to seven hundred and forty-four ("744) ; four hundred 
and thirty-one (431) were males, and three hundred and thirteen 
(313) were females. 

STttall Pox. — ^During the past year only one death from Small 
Pox was reported, being a decrease of forty-seven (47) fiwm the 
previous year. 



Dig,l,z.cbyG00glC 



42 

Tetanvg. — The nnmber of deaths fipom Tetanus amounted to 
twenty-two (22), nineteen (19) of which were males, and three 
(3) were females; fomteen (14) of which were minora ; wght (8) 
of which were adnltB. 

3StBior. — The number of deaths reported under this head 
amounted to forty-two (42), eleven (11) of which were males 
and thirty-one (31) were females; thirty-frve (35) were adults, 
and seven (7) were children. 

Teething.— Wq have roistered thirty-one (51) deaths from 
Teething, devea (11) of which were males, and twenty (20) were 



Wounds, Gunshot. — The deaths from Gunshot Wounds 
amounted to sixteen (16), fifteen (15) of which were males and 
one (1) female ; fourteen (14) were adults, and two (2) were 
children. 
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The fallowing table shows the percentage of deaths during 
certain specified periods of life, compared with a similar state- 
ment of the mortality in the year 1867 : 

TABLE VII. 



1867. 


1868. 


Vaan lj«r, 


1,8211 


Behig 


3I/U par cmt. 


4.801 


Mdr 


S1.81p«c™t. 


llo a " 


i,oes 




7.80 " 


V260 




6.68 " 


3" 6 " 


887 




8.73 " 


015 




832 " 


6 " 10 " 


m 




8^ " 


MO 


" 


186 " 


10 " 16 '■ 


s» 




1.81 " 


MS 




1.82 " 


16 *■ Ml " 


too 




SX! " 


»a 




188 " 


JO » 80 •' 


1.4M 




10.26 « 


1.888 


" 


0,41 " 


SO " « " 


1.1*8 




8J8 " 


1,820 


- 


S.OS " 


M '■ 60 " 


1.0M 




7M. " 


I4O8 


" 


7.82 " 


60 " 60 " 


041 




8.75 " 


881 




OJM " 


eo " TO - 


880 




6.17 - 


001 




6.18 • 


70 " 80 " 


tM 




,Vt " 


ROI 




B.4T '■ 


60 '■ »0 " 


868 




iSA ' 


410 


- 


2.79 " 


i« " no " 


ta 




08 - 


12 




M " 


110 a 120 " 








1 




.«« « 








ToUl 


18,038 






lifisa 





















It will be observed from the foregoing table, that four thou- ■ 
Band six hundred and one (4,601), or 31.31 per cent, of all the 
deaths, were of children under one year of age ; one thousand 
two hundred and fifty-nine (1,259), or 8,66 per cent., between the 
age of one and two; nine hundred and fifteen (915), or 6.22 per 
cent., between the age of two and five ; three hundred and 
ninety (390), or 2.65 per cent., between the age of five and ten ; 
one thousand three hundred and eighty-three (1,383), or 9.41 
per cent., between the age of twenty and thirty ; one thousand 
three hundred and twenty (1,320), or 8.98 per cent., between the 
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age of tliirt^ and forty; one thousand one hundred and aiz (1,106), 
or 7.62 per cent., between the age of forty aod fifty ; three thou- 
eaod and seveaty-mue (3,079), over the age of fifty years. 

The total number of children imder ten ycara was seven thou- 
sand one hundred and sixty-five (7,165), or 48.74 per cent, of the 
total mortality, while those over the age of seventy amounted to 
one thousand two hundred and ninety-six (1,296), or 8.80 per cent. 

The following table of mortality in each Ward, with percentage 
of deaths to total mortality, will prove interesting for future re- 
ference : 

TABLE 'VlU.—Deatha in each Ward. 



WABDB. 


DKATHS. 


M<iniaii]>. 


First, 


620 


4.21 


Second, . 










791 


5.38 


Third, 
















423 


2.87 


Fourth, . 
















661 


4.49 


Fifth, 
















543 


3.69 


Sixth, . 
















270 


1.83 


Seventh, 
















WO 


5.71 


Eighth, . 
















390 


2.65 


Ninth, 
















367 


2.49 


Tenth, . 
















441 


3.00 


Eleventh, 
















389 


2.64 


Twelfth, . 
















331 


2.25 


Thirteenth, 
















334 


2.27 


Fourteenth, 
















409 


2-78 


Fifteenth, 
















856 


5.82 


Sixteenth, 
















409 


2.78 


Seventeenth, 
















514 


3.49 


Eighteenth, 
















655 


3.77 


Nineteenth, 
















902 


6.13 


















989 


6.73 


Twentj-flrat, 
















250 


1.70 


Twenty-aecom 
















353 


2.40 


Twenty-third, 
Twenty-fourth 
















325 


2.21 
















472 


3.21 


Twenty -fifth. 
















273 


1.85 


Twenty-aixth, 














605 


4.11 


Twenty-«eveDth, 














226 


1.53 


Twenty-eighth. 














73 


.49 
















524 




Country, . 










558 




















14.693 
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Table IX. — The number ofDeaiha in each week in the City of Philadelphia 
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Kiik the Ages, Sex, Nativity arid Wards, for ths year 1 
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TABLE X.— Deaths. AdvUt and OiUdrea. 



1868. 




i 
a 


2 
1 


i 


1 


MONTHS. 


1 


January, . 
February, 
March, . 
April,. . 
May, . . 
June, . . 
July, . . 
AogUBt, . 
September, 
October, . 
November, 
December, 




647 
556 
590 
736 
491 
655 
1,009 
767 
697 
511 
435 
580 


602 

507 
500 
621 
426 
546 
891 
803 
656 
444 
443 
674 


675 
593 
551 
719 

471 
529 
693 
554 
5&4 
473 
452 
614 


574 

470 
545 
638 
446 
672 
1,207 
1,016 
789 
482 
426 
540 


1,249 

1,063 

1,096 

1,357 

917 

1,201 

1,900 

1,570 

1,353 

955 

878 

1,154 




7,674 


7.019 


6,888 


7.805 


14,693 






14,693 14,693 





It will be obaerred from the foregoing table, tliat the number 
of male deaths amounted to seven thousand six hundred and 
seventy-four (7,674), and the number of females seven thousand 
and nineteen (7,019), an excess of males of six hundred and 
fifty-five (665). 
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The number of children thatdied amounted to seven thoueand 
eight hundred and fiVe (7,805), an excess of nine hundred and 
seventeen (917) over that of adults, and, when compared with 
the entire mortality, is equal to 53.12 per cent., or more than 
one-half of the total deaths in our City. 



TABLE XI. 

Marriagea, SirOis and Deaths for each Month. 



Ig68. 


1 
1 


m 


ft 


MONTHS. 


January, 
February, 
March, . 
April. . 
May, . 
June, . 
July, . ■ 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 








553 
461 

472 
515 
691 
618 
441 
465 
569 
605 
570 
6U 


1,515 
1,455 
1,521 
1,297 
1,385 
1,338 
1,408 
1,449 
1,439 
1.526 
1,433 
1,493 


1,249 

1.063 

1,096 

1,357 

917 

1.201 

1,900 

1,570 

1,353 

955 

878 

1,154 


Total, . ■ . 


6,371 


17,259 


14,693 
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Thefollowing table will ahowa^eneral summary of the returns 
of this Department for the past eight years. 



YEARS 




Births. 


Marriages. 


Deaths. 


1861 
1862, 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 














17,271 
14.741 
15,293 

15,591 
15,428 
17,437 
17,007 
17,259 


4,417 
4,662 
5,474 
6,762 
6,864 
7,087 
6,084 
6,371 


14,468 
15,097 
15,788 
17,582 
17.169 
16,803 
13,933 
14.693 


Total, 








130,027 


47,711 


125,533 



The above table shows the number of Births, Marriages and 
Deaths recorded during the past eight years. The marriages 
and births have both increased during the past year, and it is to 
be hoped that those required by the law to make returns to the 
Department will continue to co-operate, so that we may be ena" 
bled to furnish our annual report with more accuracy, and per- 
fect this highly important law. 
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The total number of births registered during the paet eight 
years has reached the amount of one hundred and thirty 
thousand and twenty-seven (130,027) ; marriages, forty-seven 
thousand seven hundred and eleven (47,711); deaths, one hun- 
dred and twenty-five thousand five hundred and thirty-three 
(125,533), showing a natural increase of our population of six 
thousand two hundred and Beventy-four (6,274) within the past 
three years. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HORATIO G. SICKEL, 

Bealth (^ker. 
'Attest : 

Geo. E. Chahbeks, 

BegUtrar. 
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AN ACT 



Registration of Biftlis, Marriages and Deaths, 



CITT OF PHILADELPHIA. 



Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatwes of the Chmmonweatth oj Pennsylvania, in General As- 
sembly met, and U is hereby enacted by the authority of the same. 
That from and after the first day of July next, the Health 
Officer ehall regist«r, in separate books, in the manner herein- 
after directed, the returns made to him of the marriages which 
may be contracted, and of the births and deaths which may 
occur within the said city; he shall also cause an abstract 
of the same to be made in the month of February next ensuing, 
and annually thereafter in said month, to the City Councils 
through the Board of Health, which abstract shall contain a 
statement of the marriages solemnized and of the number of 
births and of deaths, with the reported causes thereof, which 
have occurred in the said city during the year next preceding 
the first day of January, with such other information and sug- 
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gestiona in relation thereto as he may deem of practical utility 
for the promotion of public health and of general interest to 
the city. 

Sect. 2. That it shall be the duty of clergymen of all denomi- 
nations, of clerks or keepers of the records of all churches and 
religious societies, as also of every magistrate and of other per- 
sons by or before whom any marriage may hereafter be solem- 
nized or contracted, and of cycry practising physician, and of 
every practitioner of midwifery, and of every undertaker and 
• superintendent or sexton of any cemetery or burying ground in 
the said City of Philadelphia, on or before the first day of July 
next ensuing (the day on which the law goes into effect), to 
report his, her or their names and places of residence, to the 
Health Officer, at the office of the Board of Health, and it shall 
be the duty of the Health Officer to have the same properly 
registered in index form in suitable books, to bo furnished by 
the Board of Health. In the event of any of the persons above 
sijccified removing to any other place of residence, it shall be 
tlieir duty to notify the Health Officer of the fact within thirty 
days after such removal, except where the persons removing 
shall cease to act in such official capacity as makes them subject 
to the provisions of this Act. 

Sect, 3. That whenever any person shall die in the City of 
Philadelphia, it shall be the duty of the physician who attended 
during his or her last sickness, or of the Coroner when the case 
conies under his notice, to furnish within f irty-eight hours after 
the death, to the undertaker or other person superintending the 
burial, a certificate setting forth, as far as the same can be 
ascertained, the full name, aex, color, age and condition (whe- 
ther married or single) of the person deceased, and the cause 
and date of death. 

Sect. 4, That no person having the charge ad sexton or other- 
wise of any vault, burying ground or cemetery, within the said 
city, shall inter or allow to be interred, or place or allow to be 
placed in any vault, burying ground or cemetery, the dead body 
of any person, nor shall any undertaker or other person remove 
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the dead body of aay person who has died in the said city, and haa 
not been buried, to any place beyond the limits of the said city, 
without first procunng the certificate of the attending physician or 
of the Coroner. To said certificate the undertaker or other person 
having charge of the body shall, as far as can be ascertained, add 
the occupation of the deceased, the place of birth, the ward, street 
and number of the house in which the death occurred, the plac« 
and date of interment, and where the deceased is a minor, the full 
names of the parents. In case any person shall die, without the 
attendance of a physician, or if the physician who did attend at 
the time of the death refuses or neglects to furnish a certificate as 
aforesaid, it shall be duty of the undertaker, or of any other 
person acquainted with the facts, to report the same to the Health 
OfBcer, who shall be authorized to give a certificate of death 
as aforesaid, provided it be not a case requiring the attendance 
of the Coroner. Every sexton or other person having charge of 
any vault, burying ground or cemetery, within the said city, and 
every undertaker or other person who shall remove any dead 
body from or out of the said city, shall return the said certificates 
to the Health Officer before twelve o'clock, M., on the Saturday 
of every week, accompanied by a schedule of the same, which 
returns shall be published weekly by the Health Officer, in such 
manner as may be designated by the Board of Health. 

Sect. 5. That in case any physician or the Coroner shall re- 
fuse or neglect to furnish such certificate as aforesaid, he shall 
forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars for each ofience ; and 
every undertaker, sexton or other person, removing the dead 
body of any person, or having charge of any vault, burying 
ground or cemetery, who refuses or neglects to perform any uf 
the duties required by this Act, shall forfeit and pay for every such 
ofience the sum of twenty-five dollars, which sums shall, in every 
case, be recoverable in the manner and for the uses prescribed 
in an Act, entitled "An Act for establishing a Health Office, to 
secure the City and Port of Philadelphia from the introduction 
of pestilential and contagious diseases, and for other purposes." 

Sect. 6. That every person practising midwifery in the city 
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aforesaid, under whose charge or superintendence a birth ehall 
hereafter take place, shall keep a true and exact register of such 
birth, and shall enter the same on a blank schedule, to be fur- 
nished by the Health Officer. This schedule shall contain a list 
of the births which have occurred under his or her care during 
the month, and shall set forth, as far as the same can be ascer- 
tained, the full name of each child (if any name shall have been 
conferred), its sex, color, the full name and occupation of its 
parent or parents, the day and place of its birth, and the said 
schedule shall- be delivered, duly signed by the practitioner in 
the form of a certificate, on the first day of each and every month, 
to the Health Officer, or to any other authorized person calling 
for the same. In case the birth of any child shall have occurred 
without the-attendance of a physician, or of a practitioner of 
midwifery, or should no other person be in attendance upon the 
mother immediately thereafter, it shall then become the duty of . 
the parent or parents of such child to report its birth to the 
Health Officer, in the manner and form, and within the period 
above required. 

Sect. 7. That it shall be the duty of every clergyman and 
every magistrate, and of the clerk or keeper of the records of 
all religious and other societies, and of every other person by or 
before whom any marriage may hereafter be solemnized or con- 
tracted, to make a faithful return of the same, at the expiration 
of every three months, to the Health Officer, in the form of a 
certificate, which shall set forth, as far as the same can be ascer- 
tained, the full name of the husband, his occupation, the place 
of hie birth, his residence and age, the date of marriage, the full 
H^me of the wife previous to the said marriage, and her age, the 
color of the parties, and the place where, and the name of the 
clergyman or other person by whom the marriage ceremony 
was performed. 

Sect. 8. That every clergyman and every magistrate, and 
every clerk or keeper of the records of all religious societies, and 
every practising physician, and every person practising midwifery 
in the city aforesaid, and every undertaker and superintendent 
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or sexton of any cemetery or barying grouad in the City of Phi- 
ladelphia, who shall neglect or refuse to leave his or her name 
and place of residence at the Health Office, as hetein provided, 
and who shall refuse or neglect to perform any other of the duties 
required as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay for each offence the 
sum of ten dollars, to be recovered in the manner and for the 
uses prescribed in an Act, entitled " An Act for estahlisbing a 
Health Office, and to secure the City and Port of Philadelphia 
from the introduction of pestilential and contagious diseases, 
and for other purposes." 

Sect. 9. That the books or registers kept by the Health Officer 
or a certificate duly certified by him, as containing a copy of the 
record of any marriage, birth, or death, shall hereafter be ad- 
mitted in any Court of the State, as prima facie evidence of said 
marriage, birth, or death. 

Sect. 10. That the registry of marriages, births and deaths, 
shall be kept in separate books, and there shall be general in- 
dexes to the record of all marriages, births and deaths, which 
indexes shall also be kept in separate books. 

Sect. 11. That the Health Officer shall receive, for the use of 
the Board of Health, fifty cents for granting a certificate or cer- 
tified copy of the record of any marriage, birth, or death, and 
ten cents for making a search for either a marriage, birth, or 
death, which sums shall be paid by the party applying for the 
certificate or search; but the said registers shall, at all times, be 
accessible to physicians, clergymen and lawyers, without charge. 

Sect. 14, All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent herewith, or 
supplied by this Act, are hereby repealed. 

John M. Thompson, 
Speaker of the Souse of Repreaentaitves, pro tetn. 
Wm. M. Feancis, 

Speaker of the Senate. 

Approved the eighth day of March, A. D. one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty. 

WM. F. PACKER. 
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Office of the Secbetary of the Commonwealth, 
Harrisbubo, March 12th, A. D. 1860. 
PEHNSTLVAmA, ..-■ 

I do hereby certijy that the foregoing and annexed is a full, 
true and correct copy of the original Act of the General Assem- 
bly, as the same remains on file in this office. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereonto set my hand, and caused 
the seal of the Secretary's Office to be affixed the day and year 
above written. 

[Seal,] Hemby L. Difpenbach, 

Dep. Secretarif of the Commonwealth. 
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Supplement to an Act for the Kegiatration of Births, Marriages 
and Deaths, in the City of Philadelphia, passed March eighth, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty, providing for the Re- 
gistration of Marriages which occurred prior to the passage 
of said Act. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen- 
latives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly 
met, and il is hereby enacted by the authority of the same. That the 
Health Officer of the City of Philadelphia shall register in a 
book for that purpose, upon presentation to him of certificates 
properly authenticated by either the affidavit of the clergyman 
who performed the marriage service, or in case of his death the 
affidavit of two persona that they were acquainted with his hand- 
writing and knew his signature, and that the signature attached 
to such certificate of marriage is the genuine signature of such 
clei^yman, such marriage as have occurred prior to the passage 
of the Act to which this is a supplement, and upon demand 
made of him by any person interested, he shall give a certificate 
of such registration of marriage, duly certified by him, which 
shall be of like force and effect as evidence, or otherwise, as the 
certificates provided for io the Act to which this is a supple- 
ment. 

A, G. Olmsted, 

Speaker of the House of R^resentatives. 

Wm. J. Faerell, 

Speaker of the Senate. 

Approved the twenty-second day of March, Anno Domini one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-five. 

A. G. CURTIN. 
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A FURTHER Supplement to an Act for the Registration of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths, in the City of Philadelphia, 
passed March eighth, eighteen hundred and sixty, and supple- 
ments thereto. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by theSenate and Hovse of Bepreee-w- 
tativesofthe Commonwealth of Penn^lvania in General Assembly 
met, and it ia hereby enacted by the authority of the same, That 
when any peraon may have been married under the laws of the 
Stateof Pennsylvania' previous to the date of the passage of this 
Act, and who may have not received, or who may have lost the 
original marriage certiflcate, and the record of the said marri^e 
may have been lost, mislaid or destroyed, or the place where the 
said record ia deposited unknown to the parties interested, the 
fact may be proven by the affidavit of the party or parties so 
named, and the name of the person who performed the ceremony 
being given, that due and diligent search has been made for said 
record, and that the same could not be found, and the identity 
and truth of the party or parties be verified by at least two wit- 
nesses who may have known the parties so married to have lived 
and cohabited together as husband and wife, and that their mar- 
riage was never doubted or disputed, that an acknowledgment 
was made in their presence that they were husband and wife, 
and the proof being satisfactory to the Health Officer, a record 
shall be made as specified under the law approved March eighth, 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty, and the supplements 
thereto, 

Ja8. R. Kelley, 
Speaker of the Souse of Representatives. 

D. Fl.EMINl5, 

Speaker of the Senate. 

Approved the eleventh day of April, Anno Domini one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

A. G. CUETIN. 
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A FUETHER Supplement to an Act for tte Registration of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths, in the City of Philadelphia, passed 
March eighth, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty, and supplement thereto. 

Section 1. Be it enacted' by the Senate and Souse of Refpresen- 
tatives of the Commonicealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly 
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority of the sa'^. That 
where any person residing in the State of Pennsylvania has ne- 
glected to have a public record made of the birth of his or her 
child or children, and if no such record exists, the fact may be 
proven by the affidavit of the parent or parents, and the identity 
of the child or children, and the identity and birth of the parent 
or parents, be veriiied by at least two witnesses to the fact that 
the person or persons so applying are the parent or parents of 
said child or children, or if the parents are deceased the appli- 
cation for said record may be made by a legally appointed 
guardian of the child or children who may be under the age of 
twenty-one years, by proof of the death of the parents, and the 
identity of the child or children, and the proof being eatisfac- 
tory to the Health Officer, a record shall be made. 
John P, Glass, 
Speaker of the Some of Representatives. 
S. W. Hall, 

i^eaier of the Senate. 

Approved the twenty^Beventh day of February, A. D. one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven. 

JNO. W. GEARY. 
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